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The first author, Oscar Lemus, passed suddenly a few
days before the acceptance notices were released. We
have decided to go ahead with the publication and
presentation of this pictorial, as we believe he would
have wished.



This presentation is dedicated to Oscar and to all whose
lives he touched and to all who love and admire him.



In Oscar’s words:

We showcase the urban, social, and technological
transformation of Sixth Avenue (La Sexta Avenida) in
Guatemala City, by comparing two sets of past and present-
day 1mages of the same locations newly taken and from a local
photographic archive respectively.



We demonstrate the value of historical-photo-visual practice by
drawing meaning from visual and historical themes and
reflective questions. We illustrate an alternative form of

knowledge-making in design by developing sets of design
principles informed by the meanings drawn.



Historical-photo-visual practice invites designers and
researchers to see photographs as social documents and to
consider what 1s revealed when the conventions and practices
of past and present are [linked| in conversation



In this presentation, we privilege the narratives
developed in the two historical and present
photographic pairings. The text of the pictorial has
additional analysis describing the takeaways for design
knowledge production.



El Pasaje Rubio
The Rubio Passage



El Pasaje Rubio
The Rubio Passage
6" Avenue and 8" Street.

Underlay: Circa 1930,
Photographer Unknown,
Archivo Foto Rex.

Overlay: Sergio Cruz, 2020




Historical Context

The building pictured is
connected to what was once
known as the portal of
commerce. The building
here shares the same
architectural history as the

portal of commerce
(Gongora, 2017).




Historical Context

According to Hemeroteca
PL (2015), Paisaje Rubio is
well known for one of the

oldest bars in Guatemala,
called El Portal.

This building is also
notorious for being the
location of the 1978
assassination of Oliverio
Castaneda de Leon,
secretary of the student

movement (Hemeroteca PL,
2015).

According to Hemeroteca
PL (2015), the building also
housed famous artists and
writers over the years.




Historical Context

The first floor was reserved
for commerce, shops, and
restaurants, its upper floor
included the famous
apartments.

The historical photograph
is from the 1930’s, perhaps
when the building was
being constructed. We do
not know who the
photographer is. The
photograph appears to be a
press photograph.
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Edificio La Perla
La Perla Building



Edificio La Perla
La Perla Building

6" Avenue and 9'" Street.
Underlay: Circa 1930,
Photographer Unknown,
Archivo Foto Rex.

Overlay: Sergio Cruz, 2020




Historical Context

According to Wendy (2017), the
building in this photograph, La
Perla, functioned during much
of its life as a shopping location
for the citizens of Guatemala;
part of the first floor included
the high-end jewelry shop “La
Perla.”




Historical Context

The rest of the storefront space
housed shops with an assorted
inventory of imported goods,
such as technological products,
cameras, and appliances.

The upper floor is said to have
included a hotel (Wendy, 2017).

This underlay photograph
approximately dates to the early
1920s or 1930s.

The photographer is unknown;
we do not have access to the
physical photograph to inspect
for markings or notes. We
suspect this to be a press-
photograph due to the
photographic style.
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Cabling is also present. It now traverses buildings. It'is messy and unorganized.
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We hope you have enjoyed this tour of moments in and
across time at Guatemala’s Sixth Avenue.



Kindly see the text of the pictorial for additional
commentary on how this pictorial fits in the context of
pictorials and aligns with several themes of the
conference.



Thank you! !
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